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| GOVERNMENT PROPOSES TAX CUT.. The Government's 
| draft income-tax amendment, now being considered by the 
| Parliamentary Finance Committee, makes the following 
| proposals to come into force on January 1,1958: 


| 


A reduction in income taxes, 


groups, 
in family allowances. 


especially for low and 


middle-income along with substantial improvements 


2. A reduction in taxation on households. 

3. An increase in the deduction allowed for a wife parti- 
cipating in her husband’s business. 

4. Creation of a tax-free reserve fund for settlement 
payments. 

5. Increased tax exemptions in the calculation of wage 
taxes on other income (e.g. the 13th monthly wage included 
in the Christmas paycheck). 

6. Increased tax exemptions for anniversary bonuses and 
loss compensation, 

7. An upward valuation on the limit value of perishables 
which can be written off during the year of purchase. 

& In certain cases, a bigger lump-sum allowance for 
advertising expenditures. 

9. A new formulation of the tax benefits accrueing from 
the acquisition of housing. 

10. Tax benefits for workers receiving additional income 
from dividends, commissions and fixed-interest bearing Aus- 
trian securities. 

A noteworthy feature of the amendment is that it provides 
for a reduction in income-tax schedules beginning with an 
innual income of 9,500 schillings, instead of 8,500 schillings 
aS was previously the case. The tax rates on low and middle- 
incomes will of course be subject to greater reduction than 
those for higher incomes. There will be no reduction in the 
case of incomes exceeding 145,000 schillings. 


The Extend of the Reduction 
The following table shows the extend of the proposed tax 
reduction.'I: Unmarried persons up to the age of 40; II: Un- 
married persons over 40 and married persons without children; 
III: Taxable persons with an allowance for one child. 


(Continued on page 2) 


STERLING COLE TAKES OVER AS IAEA DIRECTOR. 
W. Sterling Cole, the General Director of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, has now arrived in Vienna to take up 
his official duties at the Agency’s Headquarter’s. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 







































































Original score of the Austrian Christmas Carol “Silent 
Night, Holy Night’ as written by Franz Gruber in 1818. 





THE AUSTRIAN NATIONAL PRODUCT. A recent survey of 
the Austrian national income during 1956 shows that during 
that year the gross national product totalled 110.6 billion 
schillings. (26 schillings to the dollar — Ed.). This repre-- 
sents a nominal increase of 10% but a real increase of only 
G over the previous year; as compared to 1954 and 1955. 
when the real rate of increase was 10%, the current rate of 
increase shows a considerable decline. 

The increase in the amount of wealth produced during 
1956 can largely be attributed to the great strides made by 
trade and industry, reflecting a nominal increase of 11.6% 
and a real increase of 7.4% over 1955. In agriculture, however, 
there was a real drop of 3% because of the poor wine harvest 
and the reduced timber felling. 


One Quarter for Export 

Of Austria’s total production, 25.6% 
compared to 22% in 1955. Remaining goods and services for 
domestic consumption totalled 82.3 billion schillings. To 
this figure must he added 28 billion schillings’ worth of 
imports, which means that 110.3 billion schillings' worth of 
goods and services were available for consumption and in- 


was exported, as 








December 21,1957 


Austrian Information 


Page 2 





Annual Annual Reduction, in Schillings: 
Income I Il Il/1 
9,500 120 80 _ 
10,000 135 120 
11,000 165 110 : 
12,000 180 120 100 
14,00% 24( 160 203 
16,000 330 220 245 
18,00 421 280 308 
20,00 l 340 368 
23,000 645 430 47 
26,000 78 92C 575 
30,¢ 36 640 714 
36,000 1.23 82C 919 
42,000 1,36 1,000 132 
50, 1,240 1,240 ,412 
70,00 2,040 2,04 2,212 
90,000 3,041 3,04 3,212 
110,000 3,94 3,940 4,312 
145,000 4,99 4,990 6,014 
200,000 4,99 4,990 5,464 
»00,000 4,990 4,990 4,990 
1,000,000 4,990 4,990 4,990 
(The exchange rate is 26 schillings to the dollar; it should be noted, 
however, that this does not give a realistic picture of the Austrian standard 
{ living: many items of an average wage-earmers budget, such as most 
f istuffs and, especially, housing are comparatively inexpensive in 
Austria, For example, the outlay for a lowcost or even mediun-priced 
partment varies between 3 and 2 jollars — Ed.). 


The preceding Table does not include the 18% surcharge 
income taxes which is collected as a contribution fron 
wage-earners to the promotion of housing construction and for 
purposes of equalizing family burdens. In the case of wages 
paid on a monthly basis, this tax amounts to one-twelfth of 
the annual income tax; 
basis, 


on 


where wages are paid on a weekly 
it amounts to one-fifty-secondth. Application of the 
takes place only after prior deduction of tax-free 
sums, advertising costs (the lowest amount in the case of the 


surtax 


wage tax is the monthly lump-sum amount of 273 schillings), 
special expenditures (contributions to social insurance, etc.) 
and other special charges. 
Increased Family Allowances 

The proposed family allowance benefits are higher in all 
levels. This means that there will be an increase ir the abso- 
lute value of such an allowance which, for example, in the 
case of a taxable income of 50,000 schillings would amount 
to 1,024.40 schillings per child, instead of 851.60 as at pre- 
sent. Hitherto,tax liability for a person with one child began 
at 11,300 schillings and with two children at 14,400 schil- 
lings annually. In the future, a person with one child will 
have no income tax to pay on an income up to 13,700 schil- 
lings; the comparable figures for two children will be 19,400, 
for three children 26,100 and for four children 21,100 schil- 
lings. 
U.S. HELPS AUSTRIA REDUCE NATIONAL DEBT. Minister 
of Finance Kamitz submitted at a late November Cabinet 
meeting, his report on the 
with the U.S. Government 
Federal debt that had been 


negotiations he was conducting 
concerning the discharge of a 
caused by price disparities that 
had arisen in connection with American aid shipments. 
According to the Marshall Plan, the full value of goods 
supplied had to be paid into a so-called Counterpart Fund. 
The arounts thus deposited were released to finance long- 
term investments and contributed appreciably to the rehabili- 
tation of Austria’s economy. The Marshall Plan supplies, 
however, had to be released in Austria at lower prices be 





















cause their sale at world market prices would have severely 














disrupted Austria’s price-and-wage structure. As a result of 
this disparity, the Austrian Government accumulated a debt 
in the amount of 3.1 billion schillings (26 schillings to the 
dollar) in the course of the program. To offset this debit 
balance in the fund, it becare necessary to negotiate with 
the U.S. Government. 

The U.S. agreed to write off the entire debt, with the 
exception of 190 million schillings which were not debited 
for bridging the price difference but to defray the cost of 
storage and freight. The resulting reduction of the Austrian 
national debt amounts to 2.91 billion schillings. (Before the 
problem of price differences had arisen, the country’s debt 
amounted to 15.15 billion schillings; it has now heen reduced 
to 12.24 billion schillings. Compared to the Federal budget 
and the national product, the Austrian national debt is fairly 
low, running to about one third of the budget and about one 
tenth of the national product. ) 


Tax Cuts Proposed (Continued from page 1) 


63.8% for private consumption, 22.2% 
investrents and 13.1% for public consumption. 

Personal income in 1956 increased hy 10.7% to a level 
of 97.9 billion schillings. Cf this amount, 18.4 billion had to 
he paid in direct taxes and social insurance contributions, 
i.e. 15.3% more than in 1955. The sum of 79.5 billior schil- 
lings was left for private use and savings, 70.4 billion of this 
amount being spent. Of 89.6 billion schillings representing 
the gross income received by privately and publicly employed 
wage earners, 60.1% consisted of wages and salaries; in 
1955 this factor had only amounted to approximately 58%. An 
additional 34.5% (in 1955 36.3%) represents income derived 
from property and business, and 5.4% (5.5% in 1955) income 
from undistributed corporate profits and state-owned enter- 
prises. 

The share of agriculture and forestry in the total national 

income dropped from 14.7% in 1955 to 13.5% in 1956. It 
should be noted, however, that the gross income produced from 
agriculture and forestry does not coincide with the income of 
the agricultural population. 
1956 BUDGETARY ACCOUNTING SHOWS DEFICIT BELOW 
ESTIMATE. After protracted debate, the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee reviewing the activity of the Court of Audits approved 
the Federal accounting for the 1956 fiscal year, according 
to which the final budget deficit for the year was 777.9 
million schillings, or 1,395.1 million schillings less than 
estimated. The following figures show the 1956 budget, as 
presented in the government’s estimate and as finally con- 
puted by the Court of Audits: 


vestment, for gross 





a) Ordinary budget: 1956 Estimate 1956 Audit 
Expenses 27 244,235,000 29 424,343,891 
Income 


26,035,685,000 30,014,184,123 





Deficit: ~ 1,208,550,000 
b) Extraordinary budget: ane SSS,008 288 
Expenses 964,439,000 1,669,100,799 
Income —-— 301,394,367 





Total budget deficit: 2,172,989,000 777,866, 200 













































































































































































































CORRECTION ON PAGE 2 
Add the following headline on top of column 1: 
Vern 


Tax Cut Proposed (Continued from-page 1)" 


and substitute in column 2 “National Product 


(Continued from page 1)" for TaxQit Proposed. 








a | 





December 2], 1957 


Austrian Information 


Page 3 





4.7 TONS OF GOLD RELEASED TO AUSTRIA. As a result 
of negotiations between Austria’s Minister of Finance, Prof. 
Kamitz, and the trustees of the guaranteed 1923/43 Austrian 
State Loan (also referred to as League of Nations Loan), the 
blocked gold held as collateral has now been released. (The 
loan was converted back in 1933-34; in converting the dollar 
issue differences arose between the bond debtors and credi- 
tors on the applicability of the gold clause included in the 
loan agreement.) Return of the gold security was effected in 
two stages, one in August and the other in November, 1957. 
The amount involved is approxiniately 4,700 kg. of gold worth 
136 million schillings. The gold was bought up by the Aus- 
trian National Bank for the Government’s account. 


OIL PROPERTIES TO BE RETURNED TO ANGLO. AMERI- 
CAN OWNERSHIP. Rasing its decision on the Vienna Mero- 
randur signed in connection with the Austrian State Treaty, 
the Austrian Government has resolved to return to Anglo- 
American ownership those installations in the Lobau Re- 
finery and in the Zistersdorf-Lobau pipeline which belonged 
to British and American oil companies before the war. The 
Government affirmed its action in Parliament by declaring 
that it was making every effort to meet the obligations con- 
tracted by the State Treaty and to fulfill its international 
cormittments.It had therefore instructed its representatives 
to work out suitable agreements with the Anglo-American 
companies, which will then have to be submitted to the 
Parliamentary Steering Committee for approval pursuant to 
the provisions of the Nationalization Act. 

At the time these agreements go into effect, the Austrian 
Petroleum Authority will be granted a concession in the oil- 
yielding area of Laa-an-der-Thaya, which is expected to in- 
crease Austrian oil production appreciably. 

The official communique closes with the statement that 
the Government would make efforts to finalize the negotiations 
on the remaining claims of the Anglo-American companies as 
soon as possible. The Austrian negotiators have already been 
instructed to submit suitable proposals to the British and 
American companies. 


THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S STATEMENT ON SOUTH TYROL. 
In an address in Parliament, Foreign Minister Figl gave an 
account of his position on the South Tyrol; he said: 

Since the exchange of memoranda on the South Tyrol 
question, the Austrian Foreign Ministry has been trying to 
convince the Italian Government that the South Tyrol probler: 
could be solved by bilateral negotiation in the spirit of Euro- 
pean cooperation. 

If we have hitherto refrained from publicizing these efforts 
among our people, Dr. Figl said, it was because we felt that 
what we were primarily seeking was practical results for 
South Tyrol on the basis of the Paris Agreement. I must admit 
that we have pursued this thankless policy as long as it 
offered prospects of getting results. But the conversations we 
have had recently with representatives of the Italian Govern- 
ment have disclosed such differences of opinion that I can 
ne longer find justification for maintaining our reserve. 


A Critical Situation 

The situation in the South Tyrol has become critical 
and demands prompt action. The people of South Tyrol have 
appealed to us to intervene in order to assure compliance 
with the Paris Agreement. We cannot nor do we have any 
desire to ignore this appeal. On August 4, I stated in Kless- 
heim, Salzburg, that the Paris Agreement not only entitled 
but obligates us to stand up for the vital interests and con- 
tinued existence of the Austrian ethnic group in the South 
Tyrol. 

Dr. Figl concluded by saying that Austrian public opinion 

was increasingly insistent that the Federal Government bring 
the question of South Tyrol before an international forum: 
“We have been considering this question and its ramifications 
in great detail and from every angle for some time now, and 
we feel that submission of the matter to some international 
body would not be justified until it was apparent beyond 
doubt that all our efforts towards productive talks had been 
in vain.”’ 
AUSTRIAN YOUTH IN APPEAL TO ITALIAN YOUTH. On 
December 7, the Federation of Austrian Youth Organizations 
held its Fifth General Assembly, at which aresolution was 
passed to send an open letter to the young people of Italy on 
the question of South Tyrol. In it, the Austrian group appealed 
to young Italians not to dig up past resentments and chauvin- 
istic slogans. The appeal concludes: ‘‘Let us make the 
South Tyrol an example to the nations of Europe of how two 
democratic peoples can overcome their past disputes.’’ 


PARLIAMENT TOLD OF PRESSURE EXERTED ON YOUNG 
HUNGARIAN REFUGEE. . Socialist Deputy Peter Strasser, 
speaking in the Austrian Parlia~ ent, recounted the case of a 
17-year old boy in a Hungarian refugee camp who had been 
wounded during the fighting in Hungary. 

The boy received a telephone call from his brother, who 
was being held in custody in Budapest. He was told that 
their mother had died and that he was to return to Hungary 
immediately. Previous to this, the boy had received two 
telegrams: ‘‘Come back. Mother seriously ill.’’ ‘‘Come back. 
Mother dying.’’ A third said: ‘‘Stay where you are. Your 
mother.’’ Strasser had taken the hoy to his home, where they 
had called the mother’s place of employment in Budapest. 
The supposedly dead mother answered the telephone . 

‘*This boy had been subjected to great pressure. Other 
young people had been receiving typed letters from villages 
where there had never been typewriters. It has been estab 
lished that those who returned never saw their parents but 
were put into reindoctrination centers,’’ Strasser said. 


VIENNA STOCK EXCHANGE STEADY; INCREASED DIVI- 
DENDS ON “PEOPLE'S SHARES’ IN PROSPECT. . During 
the second half of November, the Vienna Stock Market was 
affected by deciining quotations particularly on the New York 
exchange. Also reflected on the Vienna market, in a reverse 
sense, was the improvement in the condition of President 
Eisenhower. Generally speaking, supply and demand were in 
balance, the market fairly steady, quotations on the whole 











December 21, 1957 


Austrian Information 


Page 4 





quite favorahle. In the final part of November, the market 
had definitely recovered. Moreover, selling during the bearish 
period which preceded the final days of November were not 
very extensive, reflecting a very moderate demand. 

Financial circles expect increased dividends on ‘‘peo- 


ple’s shares’’ issued by the state-owned banks for fiscal 1957. 


RECORD STEEL PRODUCTION. The crude steel production 
of the United Austrian Iron and Steel Works (VOeEFST) will 
pass the million-ton mark in the current year. A total of 1.15 
million tons is expected, representing a 25% increase over 
last year’s output. The LD Steel Works, which were expanded 
last year and have since produced nearly 75% of VOeEST’s 
crude steel, is principally responsible for this increase. 
(VOeEST’s steel output represents 48% of Austria’s total 
production.) Internationally, the company ranks among the 60 
leading steel works (outside the Fastern block) which pro- 
duce more than one million tons of steel per year. 


VOeEST BLAST FURNACE BLOWN IN. After several months 
of preparation, a fifth blast furnace was recently put into 
operation at the United AustrianIron and Steel Works (VOeEST) 
in Linz. This furnace is expected to take over production 
from Furnace No. 3 in the near future. Large-scale repairs 
required a new lining for both the hearth and stack as well 
as new brick work throughout the furnace. Now that this 
blast furnace has been started up, VOeEST will continue 
operating on four blast furnaces with a combined total produc- 
tion of. approximately 120,000 tons of pig iron per month. On 
the basis of the 1957 output to date, VOeEST’s total pro- 
duction of pig iron will exceed 1.3 million tons. 


MORE EXPLORATORY OIL DRILLING IN UPPER AUSTRIA. 
The Rohoelgewinnungs-AG (RAG) recently completed suc- 
cessful test drillings at Wegscheid near Voecklabruck. After 
an exploratory well was sunk, petroleum was found at a 
depth of about 8,775 feet. A total of 145 gallons of petroleur 
with a high gasoline content were obtained, but the flow of oil 
stopped due to insufficient pressure. 

The drilling shaft will now be sunk to a depth of 9,840 
feet, at which point new exploratory borings will be carried 
out. It is hoped that as a result of these prospecting opera- 
tions a definitive report on the extent of the oil deposits will 
be available in two or three weeks. 


AUSTRIAN MINING OUTPUT NEAR CAPACITY. Austria’s 
mines produced 610,253 tons of ore during the month of 
November, bringing the total amount mined during the first 
11 months of the year to 6,440,293 tons, as compared to 
6,324,426 tons during the same period last year. This increase 
is a very slight one because Austria’s mining industry, whose 
installations and equipment have been extensively modernized 
during the past decade, has now reached the limits of its 
capacity. The total output for 1957, which is expected to 
reach some 7 million tons, will probably not be substantially 
exceeded next year. 


TEXTILE EXPORTS TOP IMPORTS. During the first three 
quarters of 1957, Austria exported textiles for a total of 
1,623 million schillings (26 schillings to the dollar). Textile | 
imports amounted to 1,492 million schillings. 


FAP MACHINERY EXPORTS UP 67PER CENT CVER 1956. 
A review of available figures for the first half of 1957 shows 
exports of Austrian farm machinery totalling 19.2 million 
schillings against 11.5 million (one dollar to 26 schillings) 


in the first half of 1956. ¢ 


SHOWCASE FOR AUSTRIAN GOODS IN SAUDIA ARABIA. | 
‘‘Austria House,’’ a permanent sales exhibition, has been 
established in the Red Sea port of Jedda, Saudi Arabia, early 
this year. This trade outpost has now reported excellent ' 
results. Saudi Arabian buyers have been chiefly interested in | 
machinery and tools, supplies for the building trade, textiles 
and a variety of finished goods. 


EXPANSION IN THE GAS INDUSTRY. The recent inaugura- , 
tion of natural gas compressor and distribution stations in the 
Auersthal, the construction of a pipeline bridge over the 
Danube and of natural gas cracking plants, as well as large 
capital investments for the building of pipelines point to the 


Austrian gas industry’s efforts to develop every available | 


source of energy in order to keep abreast of the constantly 
increasing demand for power. (The Energy Commission of the 
Economic Commission for Europe, which in its last survey 
covered the problem of European energy sources forecast a 
rising energy deficit until 1975, despite the expectation that 
Furopean supply of natural and manufactured gas in the 
next 20 years will increase hy 240%.) 


PLANES TO BE BUILT IN AUSTRIA. The Austrian Simmer 
ing-Graz-Pauker company is now expanding its production to 
include aircraft construction. According to the Aeronautical 


Press Service, a passenger plane designed in the company’s . 
Vienna engineering offices will undergo plant testing during , 


the spring of 1958. 


The assembly unit of the new aircraft division is cur | 


rently under construction at the Wiener-Neustadt plant, a 
subsidiary of the Vienna Locomotive Works affiliated with the 
division of the Simmering-Graz-Pauker company. 

In addition to the engineering section, the new under 
taking also includes a maintenance shop which will supply 
spare parts for and perform repairs on planesof the types now 
used by the Austrian Air Force. There are also plans for the 
repair of jet engines; a special gas-turhine research section 
was set up for this purpose more than a year ago. 


MORE SHOES PRODUCED. In the first half of 1957, produc- 
tion of both street shoes and slippers showed a marked in- 
crease. In the period covered by the report, 409,395 pairs 
were manufactured as compared to 389,270 during the sare 
period im 1956, a 5.5% increase. There is a growing demand 
for well designed slippers made of quality materials, an 


indication that Austrians now enjoy their leisure hours in 
style. 
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3,000 TELEVISION SETS PRODUCED PERMONTH. Austria’s 
radio and television industry has now started producing up- 
wards of 3,000 television sets per month. The country’s 
annual output for 1957 is estimated at 20,000 sets. (In 
January only 4,000 sets were registered throughout Austria, 
but by November 1 the number topped 10,000; experts predict 
that during November and December some 5,000 new sets 
will be registered.) 


TELEVISION SETS IMPORTED. Orders for television sets 
have jumped ahead of domestic supplies. Wholesalers’ 
stocks are running low on domestically produced sets. Import 
authorizations have been applied for and granted. 





AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
may be quoted freely 
Source need not be given 





WHEAT, RYE SCARCE. Every year, the Austrian Wheat 
Stabilization Fund draws up an import plan to meet the 
country’s requirements. Under the plan for the 1957-58 
financial year, it is estimated that rye mill requirements will 
amount to 240,000 tons. As it is expected that domestic 
production will amount to 160,000 tons (as against 207,000 
tons last year), it will be necessary to import 80,000 tons 
between July 1, 1957, and June 30, 1958. Wheat requirements 
are estimated at 510,000 tons, 280,000 tons of which are 
expected from domestic supplies (compared with 335,000 tons 
last year) and 230,000 from foreign sources. 


U.S. IMPORTS AUSTRIAN KNIT GOODS. Austrian knit goods 
manufacturers have been able substantially to increase their 
exports to America. Of a total of 579 tons priced at 313 
million schillings, no less than 163 tons with a value of 143 
million schillings were sent to the United States (26 schil- 
lings to the dollar). Although this is less than one third of 
the total in terms of quantity, it amounts to nearly half the 
total schilling value. 


DEMAND FOR AUSTRIAN LACE. A conspicuous increase 
in the demand for Austrian bobbin lace has heen recorded over 
the past few months. For example, important orders have been 
received from Switzerland, Syria, Lebanon, Cuba, Peru and 
the Union of South Africa. (The industry is concentrated in 
Vorarlberg, where 34 mills operate a total of approximately 
56,000 bobbin machines. ) 


CIVIL SERVANTS GET°MORE SATURDAY TIME OFF. The 
Civil Service Unions have submitted a proposal to the Federal 
Government for revision of their Saturday working hours. 
Since a complete work stoppage on Saturday is impossible, 
the Cabinet has requested the Chancellor’s Office to work 
out a program with the departments concerned. The new pro- 
gram will call for reduced office hours on Saturdays where- 
ever possible, in line with working time regulations, by 
giving half the staff off in the agencies where such reduction 
is feasible. 


PENSION PLAN FOR THE SELF-EMPLOYED IN 1958. 
Work has now been completed by a Special Committee appoin- 
ted by the Austrian Cabinet on a draft bill to provide Social- 
Security coverage for the self-employed. The draft bill has 
been forwarded to Parliament; if, as expected, the bill is 
approved, approximately 235,000 small businessmen and 
merchants will be entitled to pension coverage as of July 1, 
1958. They will thereby acquire rights to social-security 
benefits, effective for men at 65 and for women at 60. The 
bill further covers the disabled self-employed and provides 
assistance for widows and orphans. Benefits will be based on 
the number of years worked, the minimum period for basic 
payments being 15 years while 35 years’ work are stipulated 
to qualify for maximum benefits under the plan. 

Passage of a social-security bill for self-employed 
farmers seems also assured. This will provide coverage for 
farmers who, having reached retirement age, transfer their 
farms and property rights to their children. 

STATISTICS ON AUSTRIAN TRAINEES IN CRAFTS AND 
INDUSTRY. As of January 1, 1957, there were 156,623 
trainees in Austrian crafts and industry. Of these, 114,114 
were boys, 42,509 girls. Compared to last year, the number of 
positions available for male trainees increased by 6,626, that 
for girls by 4,905. The highest number of trainee positions 
(i.e. 40,804) was filled in the iron and metal industries. The 
second largest group (33,214) was that in commerce and 
white-collar jobs, and the third and fourth groups consisted 
of 13,435 and 13,152 trainees in the construction and wood- 
processing industries, respectively. The smallest group 
(i.e. 554) enlisted in transportation services. 


IRON AND STEEL THE PRINCIPAL FACTORS IN AUSTRIA'S 
EXPORT TRADE. The Austrian Institute for Economic Re 
search, in its latest report discusses the export of Austrian 
iron and steel and comes to the conclusion that these items 
are among the most important positive factors in Austria’s 
export trade. For the first three quarters of 1957, the export 
value of iron and steel was 3,617 million schillings, or 47 
per cent over the value for the same period last year. This 
means that iron and steel exports have outdistanced those 
of lumber, which hitherto headed the list. The report indi- 
cates that this development has had a decisive effect on the 
whole export picture. (One dollar equals 26 schillings - Ed.). 

Exports have shifted from pig iron to products having 
undergone further processing. In the first quarter of 1957, pig 
iron (including ferro-alloys) accounted for 18 per cent of the 
iron and steel exports, but in the second quarter for only 9 
per cent. This change in the export pattern has resulted in 
a considerable increase in iron and steel export earnings. 

There are two reasons which explain why Austria has 
thus far failed to be greatly affected by the unfavorable 
situation on the international steel market. First, a large 
proportion of Austria’s exports consist of high-grade steel 
and sheet metal, which have hitherto been in greater demand 
on the international market. Secondly, approximately two- 
thirds of Austria’s iron and steel exports go to areas where 
there has been no drop in steel requirements. 
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1,807 PILOTS’ LICENSES ISSUED. The Aviation Act is now 
before Parliament for consideration. This legislation esta- 
blishes the organizational basis forcivil and military aviation 
in Austria. The following data are of interest in this con- 
nection: Conventional aircraft were first licensed in Austria 
in 1955, after conclusion of the State Treaty; as of November 
15, there were 70 such planes. The first 29 glider planes 
were licensed in 1950; by November 15, 1957, their number 
had increased to 347. Licenses have also been issued for 
three helicopters, one free balloon and 121 parachutes. At 
the present time, there are public airports at Vienna, Linz, 
Graz, Klagenfurt, Salzburg and Innsbruck. There are also 
five private fields for powered aircraft and 57 private glider 
fields. Of the latter category, 2 are in Vienna, 9 in Lower 
Austria, 1 in Burgenland, 7 in Carinthia, 9 in Upper Austria, 
4 in Salzburg, 12 in Styria, 6 in Tyrol and 7 in Vorarlberg. 

Since 1950, a total of 1,807 pilots’ licenses have been 
issued. Of this number, 1,465 are for glider flight, 301 for 
powered flight, 10 for helicopter pilots and 31 forparachutists. 
ROCK 'NROLL IS DISCOURAGED, BUT ‘FATTY GEORGE" 
TAKES OVER WHERE STRAUSS LEFT OFF. The Vienna 
Board of Education has hit upon a new method of counter 
acting,or rather of ‘‘toning down,’’ juvenile exuberance hy 
resorting to the old slogan: ‘‘If you can’t lick ’em, join ’em.’’ 
Its idea is to give young people a broad acquaintance with 
good jazz music, to protect them against the harmful effects 
of the hit-tune and amusement industry. 

As a first step, it is planned to organize jazz concerts 
for music students alone. The first two concerts of this 
series took place on December 1 and 9, 1957, in the Mozart 
Auditorium of the Vienna Konzerthaus, Fatty George, the 
Jazz King of Vienna, his eight-man hand, and the Negro 
Singer ‘‘Fats’’ Edwards, attempted to give young people an 
idea of genuine, serious jazz music. The program included 
a survey of all thetypes and varieties ofjazz from its earliest 
beginnings to present-day West-Coast and cool jazz. 

The reaction of music students to this music, some of it 
very ‘‘hot,’’ will determine whether or not such programs are 
to be given for all Viennese students. If the young people 
mistake this music for ‘‘rock ’n roll or similar growths,’’ as 
the offocial announcement put it, care will be taken to pre- 
vent the same situation in the case of other students. 

If, however, the concerts are a success from the disci- 
plinary point of view also the Board of Education will 


organize jazz concerts for all uf Vienna’s 44,000 students. 
CHRISTMAS AWARD...A two-quart stein for the Augustinian 


monks of Salzburg, Austria, who serve God and man in their 
own delightful fashion. They operate a brewery and beer hall 
where, in all their centuries of prayerful labor, they have 
never yet sold a drop of light, dry beer. Unlike American 
brewers, they do not design their product (and advertising) 
primarily for women who fear a calory worse than the deul. 
They make it for men who like their beer heavy and wet, and 
their women plump. The result is a brew which tastes the 
way God meant beer to taste—and which has been unknown in 
the United States since our unconditional surrender to the 


womenfolk...by John Fischer of HARPER’S, December 1957. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 





SALZBURG OPERA PROGRAM. The first opera performance 
at the 1958 Salzburg Festival will take place on July 26, 1958, 
with Verdi’s ‘‘Don Carlos’’ in the Felsenreitschule under the 
musical direction of Herbert Karajan and staged by Gustaf 
Gruendgens. This will be followed in the same auditoriur 
by Reethoven’s ‘‘Fidelio,’’ also under Herbert Karajan 
the opening performance will take place on August 5. 

Starting on July 29, Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Arabella”’ is 
scheduled for the Festspielhaus under the baton of Joseph 
Keilberth with Rudolf Hartmann directing. On August 4 this 
opera will be replaced in the Festspielhaus by Mozart’s ‘‘The 
Marriage of Figaro,’’ conducted by Karl Boehm and directed 
by Guenther Rennert. 

Boehm will also conduct Mozart’s ‘‘Cosi fan Tutte,’’ 
a new production of which will be presented in the Residenz 
starting August 11. Fritz Schuh will be artistic director. 

The Salzburg opera schedule for the coming year also 
includes a contemporary work, Samuel Rarber’s opera ‘‘Van- 
essa,’’ which will have its European premiere in the Fest- 
spielhaus on August 16. Dimitri Mitropoulos will be musical 
director, and Gian-Carlo Menotti, the famous Italian-American 
composer who wrote the libretto for the opera, will direct. 


TECHNICAL TRAINING AN URGENT PROBLEM. Austrian 
Minister of Education Drimmel told a news conference of the 
importance of providing appropriate training for the country’s 
technicians by expanding vocational school facilities. He 
added that all efforts to increase productivity would be. in 
vain if education and training did not keep pace with the re 
quirements of iminent automation. This, he said, was a pro- 
blem that required urgent government action. 

The technical schools this year had to turn away about 
50% of all applicants because of shortage of facilities, even 
though industry could have absorbed double the number of 
graduates. The Minister announced that 267 million schillings 
had been appropriated since 1945 for the expansion of the 
technical schools, adding that at the university level, too, 
large-scale expansion was imperative if the colleges and 
universities were to provide anywhere near adequate training 
in line with today’s developments in the natural sciences. 

Dr. Drimmel said that the university reform program would 
lead to the establishrent of a Department of Journalism at the 
University of Vienna, with which the existing institute is to 
be integrated. The School for Social Sciences now being set 
up in Linz was in the nature of an experiment, the Minister 
held, pointing out that any advances in education depended 
on such experimentation. 


PABLO CASALS TO VISIT VIENNA. Pablo Casals, who will 
shortly celebrate his 83rd birthday, is planning a visit to 
Vienna in June or July of 1958 The famous cellist said that 


his purpose is to say farewell to the City of Mozart, one of 
his favorite composers. 
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VIENNA'S “‘DEUTSCHMEISTER"’ IN NEW YORK. 





As reported in our issue of December 6, the famed military band (see picture) will appear in Carnegie Hall,january 10. 





BIOCHEMISTS TO MEET IN VIENNA. Vienna will be the 
scene of a rare meeting of Nobel Prize winners in the Fall 
f 1958: eight noted scientists, holders of the high award, 
have announced that they would attend the Fourth Inter 
national Biochemistry Congress to be held in the Austrian 
capital September 1-6, 1958. 

Next year’s Congress will be so organized as to cover 
the diversified fields of biochemical research and to discuss 
the new avenues of such research, although no attempt will 
be made at an over-all survey of biochemistry. The 12 panel 
groups will take up special areas of investigation, such as 
proteins, vitamins, viruses, carbohydrates, antibiotics, wood, 
insecticides, high-molecular compounds, the central nervous 
system, blood coagulation, steroids (a group of chemical 
compounds which also includes the sex hormones), and 
morphogenesis (the evolution and development of organic 
form). In addition to these special panel subjects, papers will 
also be read on other relevant themes. 

The President of the Congress will be the Austrian-born 
Nobel Prize winner, Professor Cori of St. Louis, Missouri. 
(Dr. Cori received the Nobel Prize, together with his recently 
deceased wife, for research in the field of starch metabolism.) 
Some 5,000 scientists are expected to attend. 


AUSTRIAN RADIO PLANS NEW ULTRA HIGH FREQUENCY 
INSTALLATION. The Austrian proadcasting System is 
planning to erect an ultra high frequency transmitter on the 
6,726-foot high Hauser-Kaibling mountain. The purpose of 
the new station is to provide disturbance-free reception for 
listeners in the Enns Valley. Radio reception in the area 
has been unsatisfactory in the past. Preparations -for con- 
struction of the station are already under way. The station 
is expected to be ready for operation by 1959. 


AUSTRIAN DRAMATIST SCORES IN LONDON. After the 
very successful run of his drama ‘‘The Strong are Lonely’’, 
on the British stage and television, the English-language 
premiere of Fritz Hochwaelder’s play about the French 
Revolution, ‘‘The Public Prosecutor’, was very well re- 
ceived at the London Arts Theater. 


VIENNESE MUSIC PIONEERED IN SOUTH AMERICA. .The 
young Viennese pianist Hans Graf, assistant lecturer at the 
Vienna Academy of Music and the Dramatic Arts, has been 
most successful in South America, both as a performing artist 
and as a teacher. He has become a pioneer of Viennese music 
in Latin America and founder of music courses of the Vien- 
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nese Schoolin both Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo. Teachers 
are being trained to carry on his methods of musical education 
when he returns to Vienna. 


AUSTRIAN COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE FOR ‘“‘STAMP DAY 

1957". A new commemorative stamp depicting the Post and REPUBLIK OSTERREIC! 

Telegraph Office at Linz was issued on November 27, 1957, Austrian Philatelic Societies in Vienna. The dark olive-green 
with a face value of 1 schilling and a surcharge of 25 grosch- stamp was engraved and printed by the Austrian Government 
en. The special issue is dedicated to the Association of Printing Office in an issue of 640,000. 
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